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of which a walker can estimate the distance
he has traveled. The instrument is carried
in the pocket and the movement of the body
made with each step is registered by a lever,
To estimate the distance walked it is neces-
sary to ascertain the length of the ordinary
step and multiply this by the number of steps
registered. See cyclometer.
PEDRO II (Portuguese pron., pa'dro)
(1825-1891), emperor of Brazil, who suc-
ceeded to the throne on the abdication of his
father, Pedro I, in 1831. Brazil prospered
greatly under the rule of Pedro II, who
did much to develop its resources in every di-
rection. In 1871 he issued an imperial decree
for the gradual abolition, of slavery, which
totally ceased in Brazil in 1888. He made
several visits to Europe, and was deposed by
the revolution of November, 1889.
PEEL, robert; Sir (1788-1850), a British
statesman, educated at Harrow and at Ox-
ford. He entered Parliament at the age of
twenty-one and became Undersecretary for
War and the Colonies and later was made
Chief Secretary for Ireland. His attitude
toward the Irish question brought him into
conflict with O'Connell and the extreme Cath-
olic party, and a duel between him and
O'Connell was narrowly averted. He estab-
lished the Irish constabulary while in this
office and later established the London police
force, which took from him the names of
"Peelers" and "Bobbies." He was returned
to Parliament in 1817 from Oxford, but some
years later his changed views on the Catholic
emancipation question led to his defeat. In
1834 and in 1841 Peel was Prime Minister,
and during his second term in that office he
changed from a Conservative and supporter
of protection to a free trader. He also gave
his support to a repeal of the Corn Laws
(which see).
PEER, a word meaning equal, but in Eng-
land applied only to the nobility who are
members of the peerage, because each is en-
titled to a seat in the House of Lords, or
Peers. The titles included in the peerage are
duke, marquis, earl, viscount, and baron. In
the United States the word means equal.
The law providing that a man accused of a
breach of law has the privilege of a hearing
before a jury of his peers means that he may
be tried by a jury of his fellow citizens.
PEGKASTTS, in classical mythology, a
winged horse, created by Neptune from the
drops of blood which fell from Medusa's head
 as Perseus flew with it over the sea. He is
said to have flown to Mount Helicon and with
a blow of his hoof to have caused the foun-
tain Hippocrene to gush forth. At the
Pirene spring where he often drank he was
captured by Bellerophon, who bore the hero
away to war with the Chimaera. Later the
horse was said to have thrown his captor and
flown to Heaven.
PE'KIN, ill., the county seat of Tazewell
County, ten miles south of Peoria, on the Illi-
nois River and on the Illinois Central, the
Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe, the Chicago
& Alton, the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago
& Saint Louis, the Chicago, Peoria & Saint
Louis and several other lesser railroads. The
city is an important railroad center, in a fer-
tile agricultural district, near productive coal
mines. There are manufactures of agricul-
tural implements, wagons, corn products, or-
gans, boilers and boxboard. It has a Car-
negie Library and a new hospital. The place
was settled in 1829 and was incorporated in
1850. The commission form of government
was adopted in 1911. Population, 1920,
12,086; in 1930, 16,129.
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^ EKING, pekintf, chika,
the capital of the repub-
lic and one of the oldest
and largest cities of the
world, is situated in the
Province of Chi-li, be-
tween the Pei-ho and the
Hun-ho rivers, 100 miles
from the mouth of the
river, at the Gulf of Pe-
chi-li. It is at the head
of the Grand Canal and
about fifty miles south of
the Great Wall of China.
The city is surrounded by
high walls, which are en-
tered by sixteen gates.
The outer wall is thirty feet high, twenty-five
feet thick at the base and twelve feet at the
top, with square towers at intervals of about
180 feet, rising to a height of fifty feet and
projecting outward in the form of buttresses,
The circuit of the walls is about thirty miles.
The city is divided by a wall, extending east
and west, into two parts, known as the Tartar,
or Inner City, which occupies the northern
portion, and the Chinese, or Outer City. The
wall of the Inner City is fifty feet high.
The Imperial City. The Imperial City, or
Tartar City, is entered through gates ia the

